St Patrick Catholic Church
213 N. 25th Street
Richmond, Virginia 23223
804-737-8028

February 9, 2016
Dear Faithful of St Patrick,
I am writing this letter with the attached financial summary to provide you with an update on the
financial condition of the parish.
I must confess, I am concerned. I realize that I am one of the newest at this parish, and maybe some or
most have seen this parish through very tough times, but from my perspective this parish is not receiving
enough in donations to pay for its expenses.
Through the first six months of the year (July 1, 2015 to December 31, 2016), we had expenses that
exceeded income of approximately $47k. That is projecting us to have a deficit of almost $100k by the
end of the year (June 30, 2016).
We do not have a considerable amount of expense at this parish. There is a priest (St Patrick pays for
one of the three cluster priests), a few employees who are paid partially by St. Patrick and partially by St
John (music minister, book keeper, etc) and one part-time employee who is paid solely by St. Patrick
(building supervisor). We have utilities, we pay for cantors and musicians to assist with the music, and
we donate a certain amount of money to charities. We have two old buildings, which are beautiful, but
are always breaking. And that is about it. We keep the heat at 65 degrees at the rectory .
My hope is that this information will help inform you as you consider your financial support to our
parish. We have a savings account with money we received from the sale of the old school, but at the
rate our spending is exceeding income, we will be broke and not be able to operate before I am 45
years old!!! While you may say, “no big deal, we have 10 years to figure things out,” that is absolutely
not true. If, God forbid, we have to replace our roof, or the ground starts to sink around the Church…or
some other capital need occurs (I promise a big capital need will occur in the next 10 years), our saving
will be wiped out in an instant. We cannot afford to pay our bills now, let alone a mortgage, and we will
have no way to continue to operate. Please note, the Irish festival is an entirely separate 503c entity from
St Patrick Church. The proceeds from the festival go to where the festival board of directors determines;
I have no control over that.
This parish is amazing, wonderful and growing. For 150 years it has brought God to people through the
Mass, through prayer, through singing, through the Scriptures, through Confession, through parish
charity, through fellowship, and through a million other ways. It would be a tragedy for that ever to have
to end.
Please consider increasing your weekly offertory. 5% or even 3% of our salary for most is doable
and honors all that God has given to us. Generosity is needed.
I pray the Lord rewards you 100 fold in this life and in the life to come for what you give. Do not
hesitate to contact me directly with any questions or concerns about this or anything.
Sincerely,
Rev. Gino Rossi

St Patrick Catholic Church
213 N. 25th Street
Richmond, Virginia 23223
804-737-8028

St Patrick Financial Position
From July 1, 2015 - December 31, 2015

Regular collection (Saturday and Sunday collection)
Parish charities donations and income
Other income (wedding fees, misc.)
Total Income

78,937
10,981
3,710
93,628

Priest expense (salary, health insurance, pension, etc;
priest salary is approx $23k annually)
Lay peronnel employee expense (music minister,
bookkeeper, building supervisor, etc.)
Utilities (gas, electric, phone, water)
Building and grounds (Church and rectory building and expenses)
Worship expense (paid cantors, sanctuary supplies)
Contracted services
Christian faith formation and ministry
Social outreach, senior ministry, community life
Other exp (computers, copying, office supplies, etc)
Cathedraticum*
Insurance
Catholic Virginian
Catholic school subsidy
Capital improvements
Total expense

5,965
19,907
12,682
3,784
1,945
7,094
6,654
8,480
2,018
1,068
2,625
3,078
141,325

Loss during first 6 months of the fiscal year

(47,697)

25,200
40,825

*actual cathedraticum expense was $28,480 but included approximately $20k related
to a prior period legacy gift; the current figure has been adjusted to remove the prior
period expense

